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THE 4-H COMMITTEE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS FOR THE ICE CREAM 
BOOTH AT THE PORK FESTIVAL
The 4-H Commi  ee is seeking addi  onal volunteers to work the ice cream booth at the Pork Fes  val.  An alert was sent 
out through 4-H Online with instruc  ons on how to sign up.  There are two days available.  Saturday, and Sunday, Sep-
tember 16-17.  This is the annual fundraiser for the Commi  ee. Please go to 4-H Online and sign up!  

FARM SCIENCE REVIEW 
The Farm Science Review is coming up soon at the Molly Caren Agricultural Center in London, Ohio.  If you plan to at-
tend, please use the QR code associated with Preble County to purchase your  ckets because we receive a por  on of the 
 cket sales.  

PREBLE COUNTY EXTENSION FACEBOOK PAGE
The Preble County Facebook page, Preble County 4-H, will be going live again this week!  Please like and follow it to re-
ceive updates about what is going on here in the Extension Offi  ce!  

PREBLE COUNTY HAS A NEW 4-H EDUCATOR IN THE OFFICE
Our newest educator is Betsy Lairson.  She graduated from The Ohio State University, College of Agriculture with a degree in Agricul-
tural Educa  on and Produc  on Agriculture.  She later earned her Masters of Educa  on in Special Educa  on.  Betsy was employed 
full  me in Clark County as a high school teacher for many years.  She then went to work for Purdue University, College of Agriculture, 
working as an extension educator for the Indiana State 4-H Program.  

Betsy is a na  ve of Greene County, having shown livestock at the local, state, and na  onal level.  While a student at OSU she was ac-
 ve in several agricultural clubs, including Saddle and Sirloin.  Through this club she recruited students for the College of Agriculture 

at OSU. She also was ac  ve as an ambassador for The Ohio Swine Youth Conference.  During her senior year, she interned in Faye  e 
County, Ohio in 4-H Extension.  Betsy’s children have been ac  ve in 4-H and the FFA.  They have shown at the local and na  onal level.

Betsy has four children.  Her oldest son Tyler is a correc  ons offi  cer and married to his wife, Danyelle.  They have two beau  ful li  le 
girls.  Her daughter, Madison, is graduate of The Ohio State University and is now in her last year of graduate school there.  She 
intends to be a Prison Psychologist.  Her youngest son, JR, is senior in computer and electrical engineering at Ohio State, and her 
youngest daughter, Reagan, just started at OSU majoring in Animal Science on the Pre-Vet Med Track.  ‘

In her spare  me, Betsy enjoys being with her children, a  ending OSU football games, and traveling to hog shows with her daughter.  
She is very excited to back in Ohio and here in Preble County. 



CAMP COUNSELOR APPLICATIONS
Watch for information on camp counselor applications in the near future!  We are hoping to release those in late October!

CARTEENS
Volunteers, ages 14 and up are needed to help with the Carteens program, Wednesday, September 13 at 6:00pm. This is an 
excellent opportunity for youth ages 14 and up to gain valuable community service hours.  

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCMENT ABOUT OFFICE HOURS
The Extension offi  ce will be closed Tuesday, September 19 to Friday, September 22 due to the staff  working at the Farm 
Science Review.  
The offi  ce will also be closed Tuesday, September 12 through Friday, September 15 due to the Pork Festival.  
Both Betsy and Nancy will be working remotely and can be reached via email during these two closures.  

IMPORTANT DATES:
September 4:
Offi  ce closed for Labor Day
September 11:
Achievement Banquet
September 13:
Carteens
September 12-15:
Offi  ce remote due to Pork Festival
September 16-17:
Pork Festival
September 19-21:
Farm Science Review

THE 4-H COMMITTEE IS SEEKING SPONSORS FOR THE ANNUAL 4-H BANQUET
The Preble County 4-H Committee is once again seeking award sponsors to help off set the cost of the annual 4-H banquet.  
If you are interested in becoming a 4-H Banquet sponsor, please contact Nancy at 937-300-6010.  We appreciate all you do to 
help the 4-H youth of Preble County.

FROM BETSY’S DESK
I am so excited to be here!  I can’t wait to meet everyone!  Please feel free to make an appointment any time you 
have questions or concerns.  Have a great month!



2023 JUNIOR FAIR UPDATE - Karen Hamilton 
Thanks go out to the junior fair community for all their hard work to make the 2023 junior fair successful. 
What a learning experience!  There are lots of things I can say about this year’s junior fair, but I will keep it to 
a minimum.  It is my assumption that not too many people out there fully realize the amount of work it takes 
to make junior fair happen. The workload is huge and countless hours are involved.   Some things looked 
diff erent this year and we appreciate the positive feedback.  Thank you to the Senior Fair Board for recogniz-
ing the fact that some restructuring needed to happen.    A huge thank you to the team that helped make 
the junior fair run rather smooth.  Nancy Tilton, Aubrey. South, Kip Hamilton, and the fair offi  ce staff  worked 
as a team to make it all happen.   In addition, the junior fair board did an amazing job.  They were dedicated 
individuals who were ready to work and get things done.   Lastly, the junior fair could not exist without all 
the wonderful volunteers who do what they do to help the junior fair exhibitors.  
Our local community once again came out in droves to show their support for the junior fair livestock sale.  
Their support was phenomenal.   The sale generated over $720,000 in sale purchases, add-ons, and packer 
pricing.  The junior fair exhibitor’s sale checks are ready and can be picked up at the fair offi  ce or at the 4-H 
banquet.   The exhibitor checks can be picked up and signed for by someone in the exhibitor’s household.  
Extended fair offi  ce hours will be off ered to families to come do that. See below.  Then the remaining checks 
not picked up will be mailed to the exhibitor after September 11.  
Now that things have started to slow down, the fair offi  ce hours will be changed.  Please look for updates on 
the fair website, and Preble County Fair Facebook page for those updates that will be coming soon.  It is best 
to call the fair offi  ce prior to stopping by to make sure someone is in the offi  ce.  These new hours are sepa-
rate from the extension offi  ce hours.  The extension offi  ce hours are posted and have not changed. 


